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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 117153 

E.O. 11652:GDS 

TAGS: AORG, UN, EGEN, FR 

SUBJECT:FRENCH DEMARCHE REGARDING CREATION OF POSITION OF 
UN DEPUTY SECRETARY GENERAL 

1 . FRENCH AMBASSADOR KOSCIUSKO-MORIZET MADE AN URGENT CALL 
LAST EVENING (MAY 19) ON UNDER SECRETARY HABIB TO EXPRESS 
FRENCH CONCERN ABOUT U.S. SUPPORT IN THE INFORMAL NEGOTIA- 
TIONS OF THE UN RESTRUCTURING COMMITTEE FOR A PROPOSAL TO 
CREATE A POSITION OF DEPUTY SECRETARY GENERAL FOR ECONOMIC 
AFFAIRS. KOSCIUSKO-MORIZET INDICATED THAT THEY WERE 
SUPRISED BY THE QUOTE INITIATIVE UNQUOTE OF A MEMBER OF 

THE U.S. DELEGATION IN SUPPORT OF SUCH A PROPOSAL QUOTE 
WIHOUT ANY CONSULTATIONS. UNQUOTE 

2. KOSCIUSKO-MORIZET SAID THE FRENCH BELIEVE SUCH A PRO- 
POSAL IS DANGEROUS AND URGED THAT THE WESTERN COUNTRIES 
STICK TOGETHER TO PROTECT THEIR INTERESTS IN THE UN. HE 
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POINTED OUT THAT THE LDCS ALREADY HOLD MANY KEY ECONOMIC 
POSITIONS IN THE UN SYSTEM AND THAT GIVING THEM THIS 
POSITION WOULD GIVE THEM VIRTUAL CONTROL OF THE UN. HE 
MENTIONED THAT THE POSITION OF USYG FOR ECONOMIC AND 
SOCIAL AFFAIRS QUOTE TRADITIONALLY UNQUOTE HAS BEEN HELD 

BY A FRENCHMAN AND THAT THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT IS READY TO 
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PROPOSE A REPLACEMENT FOR THE INCUMBENT (VAN LAETHEM) QUOTE 
WHO HAS NOT MET THE STANDARDS THEY WOULD HAVE LIKED. UNQUOTE 
KOSCIUSKO-MORIZET EXPRESSED CONCERN ABOUT SPLITTING THE 
SECRETARIAT AND CAUTIONED THAT THE CREATION OF THE NEW 
POSITION FOR THE LDCS WOULD THREATEN THE MORSE POSITION AS 
UNDP ADMINISTRATOR, WHICH HE SAID THE FRENCH DO NOT WANT 
TO CHANGE. 

3. KOSCIUSKO-MORIZET REPORTED THAT IUST BEFORE LEAVING HIS 
EMBASSY HE HAD LEARNED THAT THE UN RESTRUCTURING COMMITTEE 
HAD ADJOURNED UNTIL SEPTEMBER. HE EXPRESSED THE HOPE 

THAT THIS WOULD ALLOW TIME FOR FULL CONSULTATIONS CONCERN- 
ING THE ISSUE. 

4. UNDER SECRETARY HABIB RESPONDED BY MAKING THE DISTINC- 
TION BETWEEN THE PROPOSAL FOR A DEPUTY SECRETARY GENERAL 
AND A DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR DEVELOPMENT AND INTERNATIONAL 
ECONOMIC COOPERATION (A DISTINCTION WHICH DOES NOT APPEAR 
TO BE CLEAR TO THE FRENCH). HE WENT ON TO SAY WE KNOW 
NOTHING ABOUT A MEMBER OF THE U.S. DELEGATION INDICATING 
U.S. SUPPORT FOR EITHER PROPOSAL. ACTUALLY WE ARE STILL 
CONSIDERING THEM. 

5. MAKING IT CLEAR THAT WE NEITHER AGREE NOR DISAGREE WITH 
THE FRENCH AT THIS STAGE, THE UNDER SECRETARY INFORMED 
THE FRENCH AMBASSADOR THAT: (1) SECRETARY VANCE WOULD BE 
FULLY INFORMED OF THE FRENCH VIEWS REGARDING THIS ISSUE; 

(2) THE FRENCH VIEWS WILL BE FULLY CONSIDERED IN DETERMIN- 
ING THE U.S. POSITION; AND (3) THE USG WOULD TAKE ADVANTAGE 
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OF THE TIME BEFORE THE UN RESTRUCTURING COMMITTEE RECON- 
VENES IN SEPTEMBER TO CONSULT FULLY WITH THE FRENCH AND 
OTHER KEY WESTERN EUROPEAN GOVERNMENTS BEFORE ANY U.S. 
STATEMENT IS MADE ON THIS ISSUE. 

6. FOR USUN: DEPARTMENT WILL BE IN TOUCH WITH MISSION 

TO WORK OUT NEXT STEPS IN RESTRUCTURING EXERCISE INCLUDING 
CONSULTATIONS WITH FRENCH PER PREVIOUS PARAGRAPH. CHRISTOPHER 
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FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 117153, SENT USUN, INFO PARIS 20 MAY: 

QUOTE CONFIDENTIAL STATE 1 17153 

E.O. 11652:GDS 

TAGS: AORG, UN, EGEN, FR 

SUBJECT:FRENCH DEMARCHE REGARDING CREATION OF POSITION OF 
UN DEPUTY SECRETARY GENERAL 

1 . FRENCH AMBASSADOR KOSCIUSKO-MORIZET MADE AN URGENT CALL 
LAST EVENING (MAY 19) ON UNDER SECRETARY HABIB TO EXPRESS 
FRENCH CONCERN ABOUT U.S. SUPPORT IN THE INFORMAL NEGOTIA- 
TIONS OF THE UN RESTRUCTURING COMMITTEE FOR A PROPOSAL TO 
CREATE A POSITION OF DEPUTY SECRETARY GENERAL FOR ECONOMIC 
AFFAIRS. KOSCIUSKO-MORIZET INDICATED THAT THEY WERE 
SUPRISED BY THE QUOTE INITIATIVE UNQUOTE OF A MEMBER OF 

THE U.S. DELEGATION IN SUPPORT OF SUCH A PROPOSAL QUOTE 
WIHOUT ANY CONSULTATIONS. UNQUOTE 

2. KOSCIUSKO-MORIZET SAID THE FRENCH BELIEVE SUCH A PRO- 
POSAL IS DANGEROUS AND URGED THAT THE WESTERN COUNTRIES 
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STICK TOGETHER TO PROTECT THEIR INTERESTS IN THE UN. HE 
POINTED OUT THAT THE LDCS ALREADY HOLD MANY KEY ECONOMIC 
POSITIONS IN THE UN SYSTEM AND THAT GIVING THEM THIS 
POSITION WOULD GIVE THEM VIRTUAL CONTROL OF THE UN. HE 
MENTIONED THAT THE POSITION OF USYG FOR ECONOMIC AND 
SOCIAL AFFAIRS QUOTE TRADITIONALLY UNQUOTE HAS BEEN HELD 

BY A FRENCHMAN AND THAT THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT IS READY TO 
PROPOSE A REPLACEMENT FOR THE INCUMBENT (VAN LAETHEM) QUOTE 
WHO HAS NOT MET THE STANDARDS THEY WOULD HAVE LIKED. UNQUOTE 
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KOSCIUSKO-MORIZET EXPRESSED CONCERN ABOUT SPLITTING THE 
SECRETARIAT AND CAUTIONED THAT THE CREATION OF THE NEW 
POSITION FOR THE LDCS WOULD THREATEN THE MORSE POSITION AS 
UNDP ADMINISTRATOR, WHICH HE SAID THE FRENCH DO NOT WANT 
TO CHANGE. 

3. KOSCIUSKO-MORIZET REPORTED THAT JUST BEFORE LEAVING HIS 
EMBASSY HE HAD LEARNED THAT THE UN RESTRUCTURING COMMITTEE 
HAD ADJOURNED UNTIL SEPTEMBER. HE EXPRESSED THE HOPE 

THAT THIS WOULD ALLOW TIME FOR FULL CONSULTATIONS CONCERN- 
ING THE ISSUE. 

4. UNDER SECRETARY HABIB RESPONDED BY MAKING THE DISTINC- 
TION BETWEEN THE PROPOSAL FOR A DEPUTY SECRETARY GENERAL 
AND A DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR DEVELOPMENT AND INTERNATIONAL 
ECONOMIC COOPERATION (A DISTINCTION WHICH DOES NOT APPEAR 
TO BE CLEAR TO THE FRENCH). HE WENT ON TO SAY WE KNOW 
NOTHING ABOUT A MEMBER OF THE U.S. DELEGATION INDICATING 
U.S. SUPPORT FOR EITHER PROPOSAL. ACTUALLY WE ARE STILL 
CONSIDERING THEM. 

5. MAKING IT CLEAR THAT WE NEITHER AGREE NOR DISAGREE WITH 
THE FRENCH AT THIS STAGE, THE UNDER SECRETARY INFORMED 
THE FRENCH AMBASSADOR THAT: (1) SECRETARY VANCE WOULD BE 
FULLY INFORMED OF THE FRENCH VIEWS REGARDING THIS ISSUE; 

(2) THE FRENCH VIEWS WILL BE FULLY CONSIDERED IN DETERMIN- 
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ING THE U.S. POSITION; AND (3) THE USG WOULD TAKE ADVANTAGE 
OF THE TIME BEFORE THE UN RESTRUCTURING COMMITTEE RECON- 
VENES IN SEPTEMBER TO CONSULT FULLY WITH THE FRENCH AND 
OTHER KEY WESTERN EUROPEAN GOVERNMENTS BEFORE ANY U.S. 
STATEMENT IS MADE ON THIS ISSUE. 

6. FOR USUN: DEPARTMENT WILL BE IN TOUCH WITH MISSION 

TO WORK OUT NEXT STEPS IN RESTRUCTURING EXERCISE INCLUDING 
CONSULTATIONS WITH FRENCH PER PREVIOUS PARAGRAPH. CHRISTOPHER 
UNQUOTE. CHRISTOPHER 
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